
 
 
 
 

 

Tutor report 
 

 
 

Overall Comments 
 
Overall this was a good assignment. I was particularly impressed that you managed 
to find a simple object and creatively explore its potential within the whole series –
all too often the first few shots are simple and then a student starts to run out of 
ideas. 
 
Assessment potential  
 
I understand your aim is to go for the Photography Degree and that you plan to submit 
your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have shown in 
this assignment, and providing you commit yourself to the course, I suggest that you are 
likely to be successful in the assessment. 
 
 

Feedback on assignment  
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration of 
Creativity  

 

 Firstly quick matter of admin –the link that you included for the blog post was 
to the back end of your website. You can always tell this by wp-admin being 
present in the link. The link you should have included is 
https://saffroncuccio.wordpress.com/2015/01/04/assignment-4-applying-
lighting-techniques/ Whilst I had no problem getting around this and finding 
the post on your site, you will want to be careful of slight slips like this at 
assessment. In your assessment submission I suggest you include a link ton 
the overall log https://saffroncuccio.wordpress.com, and then allow the 
assessors to navigate using the menus to the specific sections. I would also 
advise printing your assignments and including a printed 300 word synopsis 
of each with the prints outlining how you have responded to the assignment 
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and how successful you fell the outcome was. This is then supported by the 
online learning log. 

 This brings me to the next important point –if you intend to submit prints, 
which is optional at this stage but learning to prepare files for print is an 
important step and the sooner you start, the better. I would suggest you start 
printing for the next, final, assignment so that I can advise if there are going 
to be any issues. I recommend A4 prints with a ½ inch border on the long 
edges. This allows the full image to be displayed on the paper whilst also 
allowing easy handling of the prints. 

 In terms of your response to the brief I feel you have done an excellent job so 
there is very little for me to say about that, and as this is largely a technical 
assignment it is more useful if I focus on that for the rest of the feedback. 

 I liked that you have managed to vary the framing enough to make a good 
selection of compositions within the series. As I am sure you have grasped, 
this assignment starts off quite easily but by the time you reach 5 or 6 
images, it becomes increasingly difficult to find a new way to show the 
object. 

 I was also happy that you decided to override the automatic control of the 
camera and had the confidence to shoot manually. The camera is just a tool 
you use to create photographs and so you should aim to master the use of 
shutter speed and aperture as you progress. 

 There were a couple of colour balance issues but nothing too bad. I would 
revisit the images for colour and texture before printing to make sure your 
colour balance is correct. At the moment the first colour image has a 
blue/magenta cast, the second a yellow cast, the first texture image a 
yellow/green/cyan cast and the last texture image looks a little dark. 
 

 

 
Figure 1: Original 

 

Figure 2: Colour corrected 

 

 



 If you are not profiling your monitor yet you need to start thinking about it as 
this is the only way to make sure the colour on your screen  matches known 
values, which is essential in making successful prints. As the colour balances 
issues are different in each image I suspect it is more an issue of experience. 
Spend time looking at images whilst changing the white balance to see what 
the controls do. If you are not already then I would suggest using lightroom 
for this as it makes the process relatively painless. There are more in depth 
technical workflows that you can use to get this right  but for now, I would 
suggest just becoming more familiar with the different sliders and curves  so 
that you know what the various controls do. 

 I wasn’t quite sure what was going on with the technical notes you added 
with each image. Your shutter speeds appear to be your own conversions 
from the decimal display on your camera into fractions of a second. Shutter 
speeds are traditionally expressed as fractions of a second, with 1 stop (or 
sometimes less) between each speed (so the time doubles with each larger 
fraction) –for instance a camera might express its available shutter speeds 
from quickest to slowest like this: 1/4000, 1/2000, 1/1000, 1/500, 1/250, 
1/125, 1/60, 1/30, 1/15, 1/8, ¼, ½, 1 second, 2 seconds, 4 seconds, 8 seconds, 
15 seconds, 30 seconds. Each time is a fraction of a second until you reach 1, 
which represents 1 second. When I look at yours you have speeds such as 
10/25 sec, or 10/16sec, neither of which are expressed in a conventional 
manner. There is even one that is marked as 30/10 rather than simply 3 
seconds. If your camera expresses the shutter speed in decimal and you are 
converting, then you should probably stick with expressing the shutter speed 
in decimal, such as 0.3 sec or 0.6 sec. My worry is that you haven’t fully 
grasped yet what the different numbers mean, so I would suggest this could 
be an area you might wish to read up on prior to the final assignment. I stress 
that you don’t need to fully understand all of the physics involved but by 
understanding what a shutter speed is and how it is measured, along with the 
role of aperture and ISO, you will be in better command of your camera. 
Including numbers that appear irregular will make an assessor think that 
perhaps you haven’t fully understood all of the lessons within the module. 

 You also used some quite high ISO settings for the work. As these pictures are 
shot in the studio I would suggest you would be better off shooting on a 
tripod at a much lower ISO, 100 perhaps, selecting an aperture sufficient for 
the depth of focus you require, and then setting the shutter speed 
accordingly. The object and the camera are not moving, so you don’t need a 
fast shutter speed. The higher the ISO you use, the higher the image noise 
and lower the dynamic range. In most scenarios you want to use the lowest 
ISO you can get away with, and the largest aperture (smallest number, or 
largest opening in the lens) that gives you sufficient depth of field. As you 
stop down past about f11 diffraction of the light within the lens causes your 
end result to be of a lower sharpness than you may want. I suspect you might 
be using an auto ISO setting from the variety of levels used so your first step 
would be to switch that off and make the decision about ISO for yourself. 

 
 



Learning Logs or Blogs/Critical essays 
Context  

 
 
The learning log is looking a bit sparse in terms of your wider reading so you need to 
start thinking about adding more posts about what you are looking at before 
assessment. Your John Berger post is a good example of the kind of content you 
need to be adding at least bi-weekly. I was particularly pleased to see your views on 
HDR. It is one of the few things that will turn the air blue at assessment so is best 
avoided at all costs… Your article about Cartier-Bresson appears to be copied from 
another site though (you credit Eric Kim). This is a no-no. You can cite small examples 
of texts but copying and pasting the whole thing will get you in trouble for plagiarism 
at best, and copyright infringement at worst. I would edit the post to simple include 
a link to the post of Kim’s and your thoughts on the article. 
 
 
 

Suggested reading/viewing  
Context  

 
As the log needs some work I would suggest you revisit my previous feedback 
reports and spend some time reviewing the suggested reading there. I have included 
plenty of resources for you to identify bodies of work to comment on within your 
blog. There does not appear, for instance, to be any material on your blog 
referencing the suggested reading concerning flowers I included in the previous 
feedback. I still feel that it would be a very useful exercise for you to see how 
contemporary photographers are responding to a cliché riddled genre. 
 
Below I have also included a few more technical titles as these will help in terms of 
getting to grips with colour post-processing. 
 
Adobe TV – http://www.adobe.tv 
George Jardine’s Lightroom Training Videos - http://mulita.com/blog/ 
Adobe Lightroom 5 Student Edition 
EISMANN, K. 2004. Photoshop Masking Compositing. San Francisco, New Riders 
EVENING, M. 2012. Adobe Photoshop CS6 for Photographers, Oxford, Focal Press. 
EVENING, M. 2013. The Adobe Photoshop Lightroom 5 Book: The Complete Guide for 
Photographers, Berkley, CA, Adobe Press. 
RODNEY, A. 2005. Color Management for Photographers, Burlington, MA & Oxford, 
UK, Focal Press. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.adobe.tv/
http://mulita.com/blog/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B00CLD7Y5I/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=B00CLD7Y5I&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0735712794/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=0735712794&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21&linkId=EMOVSCGGV4E4ZEBL
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/024052604X/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=024052604X&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0321934407/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=0321934407&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0321934407/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=0321934407&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0240806492/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=0240806492&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21


Pointers for the next assignment 

 
You are obviously seeing well and translating this into strong photographs from a 
compositional point of view. What I feel you need to address is more of the ‘behind-
the-scenes’ work –the wider reading around photography and art to understand 
where you wish to take your photography as well as some of the technical skills you 
will need to fully express your ideas. As the next assignment is the final one for this 
module I would suggest you take the opportunity to identify something you are 
really interested in knowing more about, research it fully including how other people 
have photographed similar ideas, and then proceed to make a photographic series 
with all of this research in mind. You will need to also do some technical reading to 
make sure that the final prints look like a finished piece of work. 
 
 
 

Tutor name:  David Wyatt 

Date  21/1/15 

Next assignment due 4/3/15 

 


