
 
 
 
 

 

Tutor report 
 

 
 

Overall Comments 
 
Overall this assignment was a mixed bag.  There were some strong studio shots 
included but a few of the others felt more rushed.  What I would suggest is returning 
to the assignment a bit later in the year and shooting a few more to replace any 
which you feel don’t represent the elements as well as they might.  If you aren’t sure 
about the relationship try making little sketches of the composition as this helps you 
concentrate on how all of the parts of the image work together.  This will be a 
technique you will come across in the next assignment where you will look at colour 
relationships. 
 
Assessment potential  
 
I understand your aim is to go for the Photography Degree and that you plan to submit 
your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have shown in 
this assignment, providing you commit yourself to the course, I believe you have the 
potential to succeed at assessment.  In order to meet all the assessment criteria, there 
are certain areas you will need to focus on, which I will outline in my feedback.     
 

Feedback on assignment  
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration of 
Creativity  

 

 Single Point: The grape photo works and the eye is drawn to the grape but I 
do wonder if you would not have been left with a cleaner photo that 
responded more directly to the theme if you had removed the grape from 
the stalk.  I reviewed the contact sheets and didn’t see this option.  As the 
rest of the photos are all presented in a cleaner, more commercial manner, 
the grape picture would have fitted into the series more without the stalk. 

 Two Point: I agree that this is a successful picture and would fit a lifestyle 
magazine/website well.  I wasn’t totally convinced by it representing ‘two 
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points’ though –the bowl and contents is one point –perhaps a drink or 
napkin/cutlery to the side would have given you a second point? 

 Several Points in a deliberate shape: I had a couple of issues with this image.  
The first was procedural –you have included two slightly different variants in 
the submission but just one in the assignment overview.  When it comes to 
assessment you will want to present just one.  The more pressing issue is the 
depth of focus isn’t really working –having the blurred piece of sushi in the 
front is distracting to the viewer –the eye is taken straight to this one and you 
end up hunting through the image to find what is in focus.  Perhaps if the 
front piece was the one in focus and the others soft it would be more 
successful?  Compare this to the walnut photo where you have the dominant 
front half of the walnut in focus and you can see where that image is a 
success compared to the sushi image. 

 Pattern: You have some camera shake here –you can see when you blow the 
photo up that the scales are a bit soft because the lens has moved slightly.  
This is easy to avoid, just make sure you are using a shutter speed fast 
enough to eliminate the issue if working handheld (as a rule of thumb, at 
least 1/the focal length of the lens, so 1/60th for a 50mm lens, 1/250th for a 
200mm lens etc) 

 General comments: I have picked out specific images above that I noticed 
problems with but overall you have produced a strong set of studio images.  I 
noticed a tendency to get quite close to the subject and really fill the frame.  
This works well in some instances such as the tomatoes and orange slice but I 
thought others such as the coconut could be a little wider (to include more of 
the shape of the coconut).  In the instances where you have included multiple 
versions of the same photograph you will need to make a decision when it 
comes to the formal assessment.  I would recommend in instances such as 
this that you go with the frames with the focus point at the front –so the 
image where the front tomato is in focus for instance.  I would have gone for 
the pone with the tomato that rolled out but found the crop cutting off the 
bottom of the front tomato distracting. I realize you didn’t include the Kiwi 
image but it worked well and of the two I would opt for the one with the 
clean, white background. 

 

Learning Logs or Blogs/Critical essays  
Context  

 
As with the previous feedback, you are demonstrating good documentation of the 
assignments in the log but not the wider research and reflection into photography.  
As I included a list of blogs covering contemporary photography with the last 
feedback I have included a list of relevant books below that will form, a good 
grounding in the conceptual studies part of the degree.  Please note that the log is 
worth 20% of your final grade so you should start documenting your reading sooner 
rather than later. 
 

Suggested reading/viewing  
Context  



 
Critical Writing about photography 

ADAMS, R. 1994. Why People Photograph, New York, Aperture Foundation. 
ADAMS, R. 1996. Beauty in Photography, New York, Aperture Foundation. 
BADGER, G. 2007. The Genius of Photography: How photography has changed our lives, 

London, Quadrille. (also see accompanying DVD of BBC series) 
BADGER, G. 2010. The Pleasure of Good Photographs, New York, Aperture Foundation. 
BARTHES, R. 1993. Camera Lucida, London, Random House. 
BATE, D. 2009. Photography: The Key Concepts. Oxford: Berg 
BERGER, J. 1972. Ways of Seeing, London, BBC & Penguin Books Ltd. 

Youtube link to series: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pDE4VX_9Kk 
COTTON, C. 2009. The Photograph as Contemporary Art, London, Thames & Hudson. 
HILL, P. & COOPER, T. J. 2005. Dialogue with Photography, Stockport, Dewi Lewis Publishing. 
JEFFREY, I. 1981. Photography: A concise history, London, Thames & Hudson. 
MITCHELL, W. J. 1994. The Reconfigured Eye: Visual Truth in the Post-Photographic Era, 

Cambridge, MA, The MIT Press. 
SHORE, S. 2010. The Nature of Photographs.London: Phaidon 
SONTAG, S. 1979. On Photography, London, Penguin. 
SZARKOWSKI, J. 2007. The Photographer's Eye, New York, The Museum of Modern Art. 
WELLS, L. 2009. Photography: A Critical Introduction, London, Routledge. 

 

Pointers for the next assignment 

 
You photography is progressing well but I would like to see a little tightening up of 
your technique –make sure you have nailed the focus in your images when shooting 
so that you are not forced to include soft images.  The next assignment calls for you 
to work on a series of colour relationships.  If possible please try and capture at least 
some of these outside through responding to the world around you.  This is more 
difficult than producing the assignment in the studio but is very useful in helping 
develop your photographic vision. 
 
 
 

Tutor name:  Dave Wyatt 

Date  17/03/14 

Next assignment due 03/05/14 
 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0893816035/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=0893816035&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0893813680/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=0893813680&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/1844006093/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=1844006093&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/1597111392/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=1597111392&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0099225417/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=0099225417&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/1845206673/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=1845206673&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/014103579X/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=014103579X&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pDE4VX_9Kk
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0500204012/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=0500204012&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/1899235612/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=1899235612&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0500201870/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=0500201870&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0262631601/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=0262631601&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0714859044/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=0714859044&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0140053972/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=0140053972&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/087070527X/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=087070527X&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0415460875/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=0415460875&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21

